A DECLARATION 
NIS HI@HNESS © 


For a Day of Solemn F as Tris and Huwiritartion, 


he Succeſſes of all the Conſultatiors and Actions of the ſons of men, have their de- 

pendance on the pleaſure of that G OD, who is wonderfuil-in Counſel, and mighty in 
oF 1 22x Woztiing ; And therekfoze, as in allother affairs, ſo eſpecially in thoſe which are of 
CI greateſt concernment ; It is our duty fo ſeek the LORD, with whom alone te 

eewsI& \Wibom and ſtrength, that we map teſi:fie our hope to be in Him, and our dependance 
on him alone, It is the pziviledge of thoſe who are in Covenant with the LD D, that they 
may have a God nigh unto them in all that they all upon Him foz. And, as if the LORD 
would try us whether we will do ſo oz not, He s pleaſed to adminiſter variety of occaſions to 


dove the faith of His People. This pꝛeſent ſeaſm exhibits matter of deep humiliation and earneſt 


upplication. Who can look back on the Pꝛovideices wherewith the LORD hath exerciſed us 
the year paſſed, but hath cauſe to ſay, My tleſh trenpleth for fear of Thee, and I am afraid of Thy Judg- 


ments? And ik we do but with an eye of commonpzudence, take a pꝛoſpect of thoſe great Actions 
which are like to be the pꝛoduct ob the enſuing par, and weigh the Conſequences of them, may 


we not ſay, LORD, we know not what to do, bur owe yesareunto Thee? His Highneſs the TLoꝛd Pꝛo⸗ 
, tecto2 ſeriouſiy conſidering theſe things, and hang, by the Advice of his Privy ⸗Council, called a 


-» Parltamentf to meet in January next; And being not a little ſenſible how great an influence the 
Deliberations and the Determinations ok that Is great Council map have, not only upon the 
civil Peace and outward Pꝛoſperity of thele ther 2ations, yea, of all the Pꝛoteſtants abzoad 
But ailo in reference to the ſpiritual Liberties, Which the LOUD hath in an elpectal manner 
reſerved as a bleſſing to be given-in to this Gneration, and likewiſe to the concernments of the 
Goſpel through the Wozld: Therekoze his Hghneſs, by Advice of his Pꝛivy⸗Counciu, holdeth 
ita ſeaſonable and neceſſary duty, as in his ow Perſon, lo to call upon and invite others who are 
concerned herein, in a ſolemn manner tohumlle themſelves befoze the LORD, and earneſtly 


toleek His Favour and Bleſſing on the Counſes and Affairs of theſe Nations, and eſpecialiy on 
that great Council, That He, who is the Comſelloz and Pꝛince of Peace, will ſit among them, 
Zaide their Spirits, andlead them to ſuch Comſels of peace and good fo2 theſe Nations, and the 
Intereſt of the Lord JESUS in them, that the Generations to come may rife up and call 
them bleſſed, and the Nations round about us may be filled with admiration at th:L ORD S 
gracious dealings with us, and we may have further cauſe to ſay, The LORD is in the midſt of us, 
therefore we ſhall be eſtabliſhed. Foz Which purpaſeſis Highneſs doth appoint, That in all places 
within Engl:nd and Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, Wedneſday the nint and twentieth day 
of December inſtant ; and in Scotland and lreland , Wedneſday the fifth of January next, be obſerved 
as a Day of ſolemn Faſting and Humiliation in all Churches, Chappels and Congregations 
within the ſame ; earneſtly exhozting all choſe Whoſe hearts the L ORD hach touched with a 
due ſence of thele things, to be inſtant with the LORD in this behalk, in ſuch a ſerious and 
lolemn manner, as the nature of ſo ſpiritual and extraozdinary a duty doth require, And that 
every one in their places will ſtudy how they map ſecond their prayers with ſuitable endeavours 
tending to Unity and Peace, Given at Whitehall this ſixteenth day of December, One thouſand 


fir hundꝛed fifty and eight. 
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